Sangjee Ha Curriculum Vitae

(747) 303 3864
sangjee3@illinois.edu
312 West Springfield Avenue, Apt 205, Urbana IL, United States 61801

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities
Transition support and career development for students with disabilities
Promotion of inclusive schools and community settings

EDUCATION
Ph.D. in Special Education 2023 - present
University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign [llinois, United States

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michele Schutz

M.A. in Special Education 2021-2023
Ewha Womans University Seoul, Republic of Korea
Thesis: The effects of gamification-based kiosk education program on ordering skills of middle school students with
intellectual disabilities

B.A. in Special Education 2015 - 2020
Ewha Womans University Seoul, Republic of Korea
Magna Cum Laude

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Research Assistant (Pl: Dr. David Strauser) 2024 - present
University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign Illinois, United States
e Collaborated with the lllinois Institute for Rehabilitation and Employment Research team to build an
innovative pre-Employment Transition Services program
e  Collaborated on the research about provision of transition services to foster care students with disabilities

Research Assistant (Pl: Dr. Michele Schutz) 2024 Summer
University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign Illinois, United States
e Researched on “Using an Organizational Learning Lens to Examine the Collaborations of Professionals
Preparing Students with Disabilities for Employment”
e Wrote and submitted manuscripts, and provided a seminar on pre-ETS to VR professionals

Research Assistant (Pl: Dr. Michele Schutz) 2023 - 2024
University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign Illinois, United States
e Researched on “Collaboration Within and Across Three Services Systems for Delivering Pre-Employment
Transition Services (pre-ETS)”

e  Researched on “Participatory Case Study of Rural Community’s Local Solutions to Addressing Gaps in Formal
Transition Services”

e Supported recruitment, data collection, data analysis, and writing manuscript

Graduate Student Assistant 2022 - 2023
Ewha Special Education Research Institute Seoul, Republic of Korea
e Coordinated conferences, workshops, and special lectures on special education research
e  Provided support and services needed for special education researchers

Job Coach for Employees with Disabilities 2021 - 2023, 2019 - 2020
Supported employment settings in Ewha Womans University Seoul, Republic of Korea
e  Provided career planning support and job skill instructions for employees with intellectual and


mailto:sangjee3@illinois.edu

developmental disabilities
e  Collaborated with faculty members to change formal supports to natural supports for employees with

disabilities
Special Education Classroom Teacher 2021 - 2022
Seoul National University Girls’ Middle School Seoul, Republic of Korea

e Developed individualized education programs (IEPs) for students with intellectual disabilities, autism
spectrum disorders, and ADHD in a self-contained classroom

e Taught vocational education and English, and supported behaviors based on student’s IEP

e Supported social inclusion within general education classrooms

Researcher for Al-Used Education Research Center 2021 - 2022
Professional Development Agency for Associated Schools of Seoul National University Seoul, Republic of Korea
e Collaborated with teachers with diverse expertise to design an artificial intelligence (Al) program
e Developed an Al-based workplace social skills practice program for students with disabilities

Special Education School Teacher 2020 - 2021
Hanguk Seonjin School Ansan, Republic of Korea
e  Established IEPs focused on transition to adult life of high school students with intellectual and
developmental disabilities at a self-contained school
e  Taught community life skills, vocational skills, social emotional skills, PE, and music
e  Coached teachers on utilizing technology and supported students regarding technology-related services
e  Participated in COVID Task Force team and managed school system

PUBLICATIONS

Peer-Reviewed Articles
1. Kwon, C. K., Ha, S., & Schutz, M. A. (In preparation). Using an organizational learning lens to examine the
collaborations of professionals preparing students with disabilities for employment.
2. Schutz, M. A, Ha, S., & Best, M. (In preparation). Participatory case study of one rural community’s local
solutions to addressing gaps in formal transition services.
3. Schutz, M. A, Ha, S., Best, M., & Kwon, C. K. (Submitted). Collaboration within and across three services
systems for delivering pre-employment transition services.

4. Ha,S. &Leeg, Y. (2024). The effects of gamification-based kiosk usage training program on fast food ordering
skills of middle school special education classroom students with intellectual disabilities [Korean]. The
Journal of Educational Information and Media, 30(1). 205-229. http://dx.doi.org/10.15833/KAFEIAM.30.1.205

5. Ha,S., Lee, Y., & Kim, H. (2022). Using mobile apps in education for adults with developmental disabilities
[Korean]. The Journal of Developmental Disabilities, 26(3), 337-366.
http://dx.doi.org/10.34262/kadd.2022.26.3.366

6. Yun,R., Chang, Y., Ha,S., & Lee, S. (2022). Research trends and tasks related to adulthood transition
planning for adolescents with autism spectrum disorders [Korean]. The Journal of Special Children
Education, 24(1), 159-185. http://dx.doi.org/10.21075/kacsn.2022.24.1.159

PRESENTATIONS

Conference Presentations

1. Ha,S. (Accepted). Understanding the supervisors' behavioral expectations and perceptions of behavioral
support [Poster presentation]. Association for Positive Behavior Support 2025 Conference, St. Louis, MO,
USA.

2. Light-Shriner, C. L., McConkey, C., & Ha, S. (Accepted). Ways BCBAs can collaborate with teachers to support
PBS practices in classroom settings [Oral Platform presentation]. Association for Positive Behavior Support
2025 Conference, St. Louis, MO, USA.

3. Ha,S. (2024, November). Addressing the challenging behaviors of transition-age youth and adults with
disabilities in employment settings: A scoping review [Breakout session presentation]. 75" Annual lllinois
Council for Exceptional Children Fall Convention 2024, Naperville, IL, USA.

4. Ha,S. (2024, October). Addressing the challenging behaviors of transition-age youth and adults with
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disabilities in employment settings: A scoping review [Poster presentation]. 2024 Division on Career
Development and Transition International Conference, Chantilly, VA, USA.

5. Schutz, A. M., Ha, S., & Best, M. (2024, October). An in-depth examination of local collaborations across
three service systems for delivering pre-employment transition services [Breakout session presentation].
2024 Division on Career Development and Transition International Conference, Chantilly, VA, USA.

6. Schutz, A. M., Ha, S., & Kwon, C. K. (2024, April). Examining the collaborations of professionals providing pre-
ETS to Illinois students with disabilities [Breakout session presentation]. 2024 Illinois Center for Transition
and Work Symposium, Champaign, IL, USA.

7. Schutz, A. M. & Ha, S. (2024, March). Partnering with rural practitioner researchers for uncovering unique
transition solutions [Poster presentation]. 2024 Council for Exceptional Children Convention & Expo, San
Antonio, TX, USA.

8. Ha,S., & Leeg, Y. (2023, September). The effects of gamification-based kiosk education program on ordering
skills of middle school students with intellectual disabilities [Poster presentation, Korean]. 2023 24th Ewha
Special Education Conference, Seoul, Republic of Korea.

9. Ha,S., & Kim, J. (2022, October). Using technology for job coaches in supported employment setting [Poster
presentation, Korean]. 2022 Conference of the Korean Society for Education Technology and the Korean
Association for Educational Information and Media, Seoul, Republic of Korea.

Select Seminars and Workshops
1. Ha, S. (2023, March). Short Lecture on Disability Study for Sunday School Teachers [Korean]. Seminar hosted
by Sae Jung Ang Church. Anyang, Republic of Korea.
2. Ha, S. (2022, September). Best Practice for Sunday School Teachers for Children with Disabilities [Korean].
Seminar hosted by Sae Jung Ang Church. Anyang, Republic of Korea.
3. Ha, S. (2022, March). Developmental Disabilities 101 for Sunday School Teachers [Korean]. Seminar hosted
by Sae Jung Ang Church. Anyang, Republic of Korea.

TEACHING

Teaching Assistant
SPED 470: School-Wide Behavior Supports in Learning Environment 2024 Fall
University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign, lllinois, USA.

Invited Guest Speaker/Lecturer

SPED 322: Introduction to Intellectual Disability (Spring 2024), Status of Education Laws, Programs, and General
Perspective on People with Disabilities in South Korea. University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign, lllinois, USA.

SERVICES

Professional Organizations
Division on Career Development and Transition (DCDT) 2024 - present
Member, Human Rights and Diversity Committee

Special Education Graduate Student Association President 2024 - present
University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign Illinois, United States
e Led the department graduate student meetings and comprehensively coordinated student supports
e Advocated to the department on issues related to graduate students

Conference-Related Service
Conference Proposal Reviewer

Council for Exceptional Children Special Education Convention & Expo 2025
Special Education Graduate Student Association Board Member 2023 - 2024
University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign Illinois, United States

e  Coordinated research workshops and services for graduate students
e Advocated to the department on issues related to graduate students

Best Buddies Korea Adult Program Representative 2015 - 2018



e Found and administered the adult chapter in Best Buddies, the international organization that promotes
relationships between individuals with and without disabilities and inclusive living
e  Represented Best Buddies Korea at the 2017 Best Buddies Leadership Conference

Memberships
Council for Exceptional Children (CEC)

Division on Career Development and Transition (DCDT)
Association for Positive Behavior Support (APBS)

CERTIFICATE

Teaching Certificate for Special Education in Korea (Secondary Special Education) February 2020

AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS

Awards
e  Robert Bruce Reinoehl Memorial Award (University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign, Fall 2024-Spring 2025)
e  College of Education Dean’s Summer 2024 Research Support Program (University of lllinois Urbana-
Champaign, Summer 2024)
e  College of Education Conference Participation Support Award (University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign,
Spring 2024)
e  Special Education Department Student Travel Award (University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign, Fall 2023)

Scholarships

e 2024 DCDT Conference Travel Scholarship, Division of Career Development and Transition (Fall 2024)

e  William E. Albin & Charlotte C. Young Scholarship, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign (Fall 2024-Spring
2025)

e Dean’s List, Ewha Womans University (Fall 2019, Spring 2019, Fall 2017, Spring 2015)

e Job Coaching Scholarship, Ewha Womans University (Fall 2019)
Leadership Scholarships, Ewha Womans University (Fall 2017, Fall 2015)

e Admissions Scholarships, Ewha Womans University (Fall 2015, Spring 2015)

Grants and Fellowships
e  Expedition Award to U.S. for research on “Support Plan for Siblings of People with Disabilities”: Selected for
Global Frontier Expedition Program as a team of actual siblings of people with disabilities, and investigated
organizations such as Sibling Support Project, Sibling Leadership Network, Sibshops, etc. (Ewha Womans
University, Republic of Korea, Fall 2018)

TRAININGS

Workshops
e  Participant, Crafting Qualitative Evidence for Impact: Insider Methods for Qualitative Data Analysis, Claim-

Making, and Quality

by University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Center for Social & Behavioral Science 2024
e  Participant, Savvy Researcher Workshop: Getting Started with R for Qualitative Data Analysis
by University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Library 2023

e  Participant, Literature Review Workshop
by University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign Doctoral Research Support Program and Writers Workshop 2023



